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Alaska Native Language Center-UAF and ISER-UAA (2011)



Objectives
• co-stewardship for shorebird ecology and conservation

• transmission of traditional knowledge, learning and use of Yup’ik language
• youth interest in learning and in nature 

Kuinerrarmiut Elitnaurviat K-12, Quinhagak, Nov 2024
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Kuinerrarmiut Elitnaurviat K-12, Quinhagak, Nov 2024
Photo: Dr. Cunningham, LKSD



Kuskokwim River, early 1900s (MAI 9-3415, MQB 70.2006.41.1)
Photo: Pauline Guyon, musée du quai Branly-Jacques Chirac

2025-2026
• Transition program into Audubon Alaska

• Early-1900s Yup’ik dance mask

• Yup’ik immersion public schools in 
Anchorage

2026-2027
• Coalesce learning activities into curriculum

• Core Yup’ik communities in Bristol Bay





Ayaprun Elinaurvik, Yup’ik Immersion K-8, Bethel Nov 2024
Photo: Lili Naves, ADF&G

Quyana!

liliana.naves@audubon.org





Shorebird harvest in rural Alaska, annual average 1990-2015
 dataset = 775 community-years

● Alaska rural shorebird 
harvest = 2,783 birds/year 
● godwits = 1,115 birds 
per/year
● Alaska rural shorebird egg 
harvest = 4,676 eggs/year

Naves et al. (2019) The Condor 121(2) duz023
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