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The International Shorebird Survey: 
How Alaska Can Participate

Lisa Schibley, Manomet Conservation Sciences



International Shorebird Survey

• Established by Brian Harrington at Manomet in 
1974

• Standardized, long-term shorebird migration 
monitoring network

• Repeated surveys at consistent sites
• Professional and volunteer participation across 

the Western Hemisphere
• Fills critical gaps between breeding and winter 

surveys
• >1,000 sites, ~500 contributors



"I remain constantly amazed by the 
dedication that George Matz and the 
Kachemak Bay Birders have exhibited over 
the years.  Little did I know that this 
wonderful group of volunteers would not 
only continue conducting annual surveys 
each year at Kachemak Bay but that they 
would expand their effort both temporally 
and spatially.  It remains one of the few 
long-term migratory shorebird sites 
monitored in Alaska." - Dr. Richard 
Lanctot, USFWS



Smith, P. A. et al. 2023. Accelerating declines of North 
America’s shorebirds signal the need for urgent 
conservation action. Ornithology 125.

Rosenberg, K. V. et al. 2019. Decline of the North 
American Avifauna. Science 365(6461).



1. Identify a site you can visit  consistently

2. Visit  at  least  3 t imes per migrat ion season (more is bet ter!)

Cover the same area each visit

Spend roughly the same amount of t ime

Aim for similar t ide condit ions

3. Carefully count all shorebirds

Be conservative with identificat ion —use “sp.” when uncertain

4. Submit  via the ISS eBird project

International Shorebird Survey Protocol



Shorebird biologists already in the field

Add an ISS eBird checklist  during exist ing site visits

Migratory Shorebird Project  (MSP) volunteers

Extend monitoring into migrat ion through ISS

Bird clubs, Audubon chapters, student  groups

Adopt local migrat ion sites

Individual shorebird enthusiasts–put their passion to work

Expanding Migration Monitoring in Alaska
Who can be an ISS contributor?

Outreach pathways - Club presentat ions, zoom trainings, shorebird 
fest ivals and workshops



Thank you!
Lisa Schibley

lschibley@manomet.org
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