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Midway is amazing



Midway has 
mice



Detrimental effects of 
eradications on native 
wildlife
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Objectives

• Estimate trends in pre- and post-
eradication population sizes

• Use mark-resight modelling to 
assess the effect of the eradication 
on survival of Midway shorebirds



Project timeline

• Eradication planned for summer 
2021

• Aerial- and hand-dispersed 
poison (brodifacoum)

• Actual eradication conducted 
summer 2023

• Fieldwork initiated spring 2021

• 7 trips total to date, 2–4 weeks

• Eradication was unsuccessful  



Captures

Season

Species

Winter 

2020–

2021

Winter 

2021–

2022

Winter 

2022–

2023

Winter 

2023–

2024

Species 

Total

Bristle-thighed Curlew 3 6 32 17 58

Pacific Golden-Plover 16 29 51 40 136

Ruddy Turnstone 21 45 9 6 81

Total by season 40 80 92 63 275



Local Movements
Bristle-thighed Curlew (n = 19)



Local Movements
Pacific Golden-Plover (n = 17)



Local Movements
Ruddy Turnstone (n = 13)



Northward Movements

Bristle-thighed Curlew Pacific Golden-Plover Ruddy Turnstone



Stay tuned for survival estimates and 
results of island-wide surveys…
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